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ascendant. The French workers got the
forty-hours-week at a time when their
German comrades had their working-day
extended to ten hours and more. This,
disparity of social progress added to the
political disharmony between the advanced
nations is a subject for future historians to
speculate upon; the contemporary observer
merely notes that the spasmodic advance in
France was characteristic of the forces in
evidence and also of the man who had taken
the helm. It was Leon Blum who, accepting
the illusion of peaceful co-existence between
Fascism and Democracy, tried to erect in the
face of Fascism a convincing model of free-
dom and progress, a home for the decent life
of free men. He wanted to show by moral
means the superiority of a system of liberty,
He failed.
His effort encountered the bitter hostility
of the ruling class at home. More than once
in the course of twenty years of post-war
history the French capitalists had used every
means to keep the Socialists from power or to
oust governments who relied on their sup-
port; and they had always succeeded*
After the victory of the Cartel des Gauches
in 1924 they had sent the franc tumbling to
the bottom, and thus had brought Poincare